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The ingloricus failure of the U-2 flight over the Soviet Union hae acted . 


eS. "as a sort of spur to the Pentagon in its search for new, sore effective ueans 


_ Of esptonege against the U.8.8.R. end the other Socialist countries. How the 
Pentagon is putting its main hopes on the so-called spy-io~-the-sky setellites. 
L. Rrasr, Washington correspoodent of the Mell Strest Joumsl, wrote thet “now 
thet Russia hes proved it cen knock American spy plenes cut of the sky, the 
United States will rush development of a nev mthod for pesping behind the 
Iron Curtain -- via sstellites in space: 

Attention is concentrated mainly on the Sance spy satellite. Its develop- 
ment has been sccoréed top nstionsl priority by the U.S. Administration. Such : 
priority is enjoyed only by the long-range missile progzames, the Mercury 
project for sending a men into cuter space, and the pownrful Saturn uissile, 
also intended for space flights. The U.S, Coverument bis ellotted over $200 
million for the Samos project:in the 1960/61 fiscal yee:. 

The main contractor in developing apy satellites 11 Lockheed Aircraft, the 
selfsane corporstion which menufectures the U-2 apy plas. | 

The Sance systen 1s _achedaled tq becous operative in 1962. The plan is 
6 put Syecubien 6 Rtaee Spy -akel Lites Gate so gole* cotta es Maap he Kareleecs 
of the U.8.8.R. and the other Socislist countries under constent surveillance. 
Fhe first experimental leunching is due at the end of this -yesr. Sanos is to 
be orbited by an Atles-Agena rocket from the missile raw in the Pecific, at 
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liel] Street Journal, May 10,1960 
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. . ae a polar ox it, will be able to keep under cbeervation esch square aile of the — 
. Raxth’s surface ani traventt to dnerican ground stations deta shout the location 
i of Soviet missile sites and any wssusl concentration of troops or materiel. 


- Specialists of the Bendix Aviation Co. concerned pzimerily with wilicary 


be possible with the available lenses sud TV equipment to make photographs 
‘equivalent to what cm be seen from an altitude of 100 feet. Each photograph 
| made ot thet altitude, in the opinion of the spectelists will cover on area: 

of several square miles. On such pictures it will be possible to find end 

‘Sdentify e121 commnications, sirfields, naval instellations, etc. Mech larger 
areas, the specialists think, could be photographed from a satellite flying at 
an altitude of from 2,000 to 3,000 utles. But in thet cose the photographs 
would not be of auch value to intelligence agencies. 

The above-mentioned L. Krasr <eported that “the uiniature moon will carry 
Tl-like equipment, to stare et Soviet territory as it ordits hundredof utiles 
overhead. Its function will be to spot missile launching pads, airfields, indue~ 
trial plants end any weseive build-up of Commnist ailitary equipment. Its 
photographic intelligence will be relayed back to the Ucited States for 

The New York Tines in its issue of Mey 26 said in 2 leader “Sentry in the 
Sky" that "the Sence, when perfected, will be a veritable ‘eye-ta-the-sky'.... 





ot 


3. 
Zt would acke such efforts as U-2 informationegathering tlights over the Sovict 
Union wholly obsolete.” The psper notes that “unlike th: U-2 which cam be shot - 
down, the Samos will be practically invulnereble agaiust en enemy’s effort." 
According to the paper it would be invulnerable because of ‘the inmossibility 
of dotermining its position when it passes over tha “surreyed"™ territory. 

In confirmation of its view, the paper refers to th: following circamstances. 
"In che first place, the launching of such a sateliite n:0d not be made pudlic, 
go that its very existence would not be known. Secondly, the taking of pictures 
is a silent operation, undetectable from the ground. Thirdly, the sending dovn — 
of its information electronically will not take place un:il commanded to do se 
when it is over United States territory, so that its sigials could not be iater- 
fered with." The New York Timas arrives eat the conclusion that "ons ouch ‘eye- 





in-the-sky’ could thus do the job of hundreds of manned iJ-2's in complete safety." . 
We see the U.S. preas advertise the advantages of cosmic esploncge. Sut 

the cold war drummers are engaging in wishful thinking. The realities are not 

encouraging in the least. Long efforts on the part of a1 army of scientists end 

epectelists ia axvcificial satellites and rocketry have n»t yet yielded the re- 

sults expected by the cold war strategists from the Pontigon. B.S. specialists 

end even the publications which blow up Averican perform mce in this ephere admit 

that the U.S.A. markedly lags behind the Soviet Union in the conquest of space. 

Another convincing. confirmation of this was the launching and predetermined land- 

ing of the second Soviet space ship which weighed 4.6 tous. 


The enormous Soviet successes ia the conquest of opice rattle the more aggres- 
sive U.8. circles. That is why U.S. propagends, a faithiul servitor of Wall ! 
‘Street monopolies, ie streining to prove the alleged U.8. superiority in coenic 
researeh, in order te vaies Ausrice’s chshen military penstige at any cost. This 





alone seems to explain the candid cynicism of the 0.5. mechine working oa the 
public, which does not blush te admit the real sims of the imperialist artificial 
satellite programm. | . 

Anerican military mon are joining this propaganda cexpaign with increasiag 

vigour. Obviously overestimating their possibilities of carrying out epace 

- espionsge plans, Pentagon generals ere discussing with serious mien the problem 
of “proceasing" intelligence deta about the defences of the Sovict Uaion which 
they hee to obtain with the kelp of Samos satellites.” 

The Samos project is closely related to the savelone ant of the military 
Midas satellites. The main purpose of the latter is to teep the Earth under 

- ebservetion with the help of instrumcats sadditivs to — emitted by hot : 
gases formed during the launching of rockets. The idea is that as seon as Sawos 
satellites detect missile bases in Soviet territory, Mides will keep watch over . 

them and register the launching of missiles. | 

When Midas becomes operative, the Wall Street Je-mnsci claima, "it is exe 
pected to be sufficiently sophisticated to disclose the ruaber of missiles being 
launched, the spproximate points from which they ere fired, end their general 

- direction." 

The Now York Herald Tribune stresses the tremendous xilitary significance 
of the Midas system end discusees the possibility of a closer watch over Soviet 
rockets teats and the gaining of more precise information on how exccessful | 
the leunchings sre.“ | 





Str is plerned that the Samos should in some cases transmit its television 
signals to a ground station each time it makes a photogresh, while in other , 
cases it will sccuslate a number of photogrephs made over Soviet territory and 
transmit them to the ground station when it flies over U.S. territory. 


’ 
| “How York Herald Tribune, Feb. 21, 1960. 
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éccording to the fmeriesa press, the iiidas system could not be put into 
service before 1962. The scheme calls for launching iat> polar orbits from six 
to eight Midas satellites, which would trenomit infornatioa to stetions locetsed 
in different parts of the world. But so far experimentel lauachings have been 
unsuccessful. The first trial made on February 26 £silei because of the explosion 
o£ two auxiliary rockets. Ona Hay 24, a Hides was put ince orbit but the signalizae | 
tioa system proved faulty end che main aim of the trial, to test the rocket detece- 
tion system, was not achieved. 

Relph Danton of the Assccisted Press, who is weli p>22ted on peckacey matters, 
brasenly asserts that “with Senos te pick out Launching 3ites” and Midas to flach 
information about lsunching, the Tnited States wili have en effective aky-say 
teaan." | 

Closely ralated to the space espicnsge projects (Ssnes and Midas) is the : 
progresme for employing Discoveres satellites for intelligence purposes. Tha 
military Discoverer satellites are intended to solve the problem cf bringing ccn- 
tainers with photographis intelligence bocl: to carth. Ey September 13, 1960, 


15 satellites had been launched under thio programe. 2c first was put into — 


orbit but had no container; five Lavachings failed; gave. estellites vere put 
into orbit and their conteiners ovidently scpsrated, but were noc retrieved. 
The containers of two others ware retrieved. | 

The é‘mariccen press is trying to present the launchixag of 2 Discoverers last 
August as a definite step towerds manned space Flight. jut U.S. Navy spokesmca 
have dotted ail the i°s: they said the main purpose of she Discoverer programe 
— to perfect the leunching, orbiting and retrieving of sky-spy containers. 


Gencral Shriver, Chief of the 0.8. Air Force Staff, Office of Research end Inprove- 


ments, said recently there was no direct connection - bet:men Discoverer end the 





Governmeat’s project lercury fer sending a man inte cpece. The recl purpose ox 
the Discoverers, he added, has slways been to premote the sky-spy projects. 
it is highly indicative that Amsricen nilitery leaders ucve gought to 
utilize for espionage evon the civilian metecorologicai scteliice, Tiros, witch was 
Gesigned for photogrephing the claud cover of the globe. J. Yinacy, Washfosion 
= correspondent of the New York Times, reporzed on May 26, i960, thet no socner 
hed it become knoen that a U-2 plane had been shot dom in the Soviet Talon chon 
the National Aeronautics and Spece Administration gave the signal te the Tiros-1 
satellite to teke pictures when passing over the Soviet Taian and the Chitsse 
People’s REepublic. 
Thus, the U.S. military leaders expect to utilize artifictal satellites to 
obtain intelligence data. The main purpose of space espiouage is to facreces 
the efficacy of a surprise attcck, msking it possibie to imock out enc=y missile a 
basea at the very start and thersby avoid a retalietory tlow. Claims by Pentagon 
headers and otkeU S. offictals tact spese asplonage is readed to Prevent a so- 
called surprise attack by establishing tke ioestion of Scviet miesile bases are 


ebaolutely untenable and ara desigrad to Justify the long discredited brinkmzashiy -~ 







policy condemned by world opinion. 
N. S. Khruchchov has pointed out thet "information cbout the Location of 
such bases can be of importance not for e country concerred with its defence 


™ 
~. ~~ Bequirements, bei solely for a state which contemplates eggression and intends to 


"y strike the £irat blow and therefore wants to destroy the aiseile bases so as to 
ies retribution after attack." 


It is clear that space espionage is designed to prepare a preventive rocket 
nuclear war against the Soviet Union and the other Soctalist countries, But the 


alculations of U.3. aflitary men for a surprise attack to hit defence targets 


s vhenes 
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earlier discovered in the U.S.S.R. ate based on send. T16 Sovict Union has 
everything necessaty to paralyze 0.8. military espionage both in the air and 
in cuter space. And Soviet rockets ensure a counterblow at the aggressor in 
cay ease. This should not be forgotten by cies who fool chmeal vee with the 
hope of delivering the first blow and escaping retributivn. , 

The space espionage schemes harboured by v.8. talin; cireles are a cone 
crete expression of their extensiva plans for the use of outer space to prepare 
& devastating rocket nuclear wer.” This, by the way, shows how insincere are 
the statements of U.S. officials about American faterest in the pesceful uses 
of outer space. 

Ia view of the plans to devalop and lcunch satellit.a for military recon- 
naissence, American propogenda hes in recent years been ousy proving the “legality” 
of space espionage. Foreign Affairs, for exemple, has w:itten that “consistent 
with our eppeal for ‘opan skies,’ we might well recommen! that reconnaissance | 
by an orbiting satellite be accepted in international ler."® 

Such statements becane especially numerous after tha U.S.A. proclaimed 
espionage to ba its state policy. 

It should be noted that American plans of space esp:.ouage ciracted against 
the security of the U.S8.S.R8. aad the other Socialist couiitries are incompatible 
with the genoraliy recognized principles and rules of ini:ernationai lew, designed 


to protect the security of states against encroachments from outside, includins 


outer socee. in the past, consicarations of state secur..ty have bien of derisive 





see articie by Maj.-Gen. M. Wiletein “The U.S.A. Fans Military Use of 
Outer Sgsce," interpational Affairs, Mozcow, Wo. $, 1959. rp. Shek), 


SYoreton Affairs, October 1958, p. 105. 
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importsace in determining the sir space regime. Today tie save considerations 
must wnderlie the regime of outer space. . | | . 
43 pointed out earlier in this journal, the best, mst effective means of 


safeguarding the eee of stetes en the direction of outer space would be 
a a 


to conciude aa asr getion and neutralisation of onter space. 


Whereas demilitarization of outer space above all tiuplies a prohibition 


, within this space of any ectivity that puxsues military purposes in peacetine, 


including esplonsge, neutralisation of outar space mean: the exclusion of this 


~—_— 


space from the sphere of hostilities in case of armed coaflict.° In this way 
en agreement on the demilitorization and nevtralisstion of outer space would be | 
en effective means of benning the use of this gsce for military purposes. If 
would become a prerequisite for the use of this space golaly for paeeceful pur- 
poses in the interest of co~operstion and mutual confide: Qe 

The Soviet Government's proposal of Merch 15, 1958, indicated a realistic 


way of settling the problem of banning the use of outer ;pace Sor military 


purposes. It will be racalicd that it fsvoured a broad international agreement 


oa outer spece banning the use o: cosmic space for military purposes provided 


‘foreign military bases abroad were disusatied, and cosmi: icunchings were made only 


under a co-ordinated international proszrexne. 

the realistic nature of the Soviet prcposal ensured it favourable puditc 
coment in many countries. Yet, at tha 13th U.N. Genoril dosemvly, the U.S.A. 
opposed the Soviet proposal and took a stand which, ia s ieetcise: calied for tha 


seperation of international co-operation is Che use of s>ace for peaceful pursoses, 





7See on this point Intornational Agfeirs, Moscow, E>. 11 ord Wo. 12, 1959. 


rer a geaerel cencepticn of domtlitarisation end nsutrelicccion in Later- 
netional lav s2¢ L. Ospenkein, International Lay, London, 1955, Yol. 1, p. 253. 
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from che problem of disarmament. This ignored the simple truth that only a 


, es ‘.e 


cardinal solution of the disarmaxent problem could create favourable conditions 
for international co-operation in the pesceful use of apace. The U.S.S.R. 
proceeds from the fact that universal and total atecrnanink could create the 
most favoureble conditions for tha peaceful use o£ the cosmos. 

Demtiiiterization and neutralization of oute. space is one eepaat of the 
general problem of disarmament. But the absence of agreement on disarmament 
as a whole and also on demilitarization and neutralization of outer space cannot 
setve in eny way ss justification for the American plans to utilize outer space 
for nilitary picebaas | | 

The activities of states in outer space must conforn to the aims and prin- 
Ciples of the United Nations Charter. The demand of the U.N. Charter thet 
states should refrain frm the threat or use of force aginst the territorial 
integrity or political independence of any state, must also extend to outer 
space. In other words, esch stete has « right to use outer space at ite own dis- 
cretion, but without causing herm or damage to other states. This is aleo said 
in a resolution on sovereignty over air space end the les;al regime of the cosmos, 
adopted by a Conference of the ‘International Law Association in Aucust 1$60. 

the foregoing is sufficient ground for recognizing <s unlevful, from che 
sctendpoint of the widigeitoe rules of international law, the attempts of certaia 
U.S. circles to utilize outer space for military purposes. Consequently, the 
efforts of U.S. military leaders to exploy artificial eatelittes for the 


collection of intelligence data are unlawful. More than aat, in chie case | 





it is possible to draw an analogy with the rules of air law which declare serial 
espionage unlawful and specifically prohibit the use of photographic equirment 


for these purposes. We can refer, for exanple, to Article 36 of tha Chicago 
Convention of 1844 which stipulates that “esch contracting state aay prohibit 
a ee anna nme emimmemneamemnemnnnetsenemmmme semanas aaaasaaaaiia 
or rogslate the use of photographic appsratus in aircraft over its territory." 
. ene eee ere oT ARRAS aR TCT I TT a Noa. 
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space espionage. 


From the viewpoint of the security of a state it mztes absolctely no 
difference from what altitude espionage over its territcry is conducted. A 
state will not feel any safer bocause military preparations against it are 
cerried on at a very high eltitude. The main thing fs that the ot ject of 
espionage and the results are the sane irrespective of the altituce. Hence there 
is absolutely uo ground for alleging that espionage at « high altitude, with the 
aid of ortificial Eerth satellites, is quite lawful under the existing rules - —~-- 
of international law. Any attempt to use ssteitives for espionage is just cs | 
unlawful as attempts to use aircraft for similar purpos¢s. 

In this connection we may quote the Acerican journ:1 Migoiles and Becke=s, 
which wrote in May 1960 thar “the only real difference tetween the concept of 
Samos and Ue2 was altitude. One Elies 15 wiles high enc the other, 300." 

The American lawyer Katzenbach expresses himself still more explicitly oa ‘ 
this point. 4ecording - him, wacther the observation "is higher or lower is 
irrelevant to the objections «n obeervee state would porit or tae claims the 
observer would make."? Msay other bourgeole writers have cowe out against 
10 

In their effort to justify space espionage U.S. ruling circles seek to talce 
advantage of the fact that the altitude limit to which :tate covereignty extends 


hes not been settled in internetional Law? The Wall Street Journal, obviously 








Snulletin of the Atomic Selentists, June 1958, p. 7:22. 
LOSee Kroel, "Zléments créateurs d'un droit estronatique" Pome génércic 


de l*Air, 1953, Bo. 3/4, p. 240. Danier et Saporta. “J.ec satellites artificiels 
et le droit cerien.” Bevue générale de l'Air, 1955, No. 3, p. 303. 


llon this point see International Affcirs, Moccow, Mo. 11, 1959, pp. 88-96. 
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expressing the view of official Washington circles, trices to prove that a spy 
eatellite does not engage in unlawful activity inasmuch a3 national frontiers 
co not extend for hundreds of miles into outer space.?2 

One view widely current in the United Stetes is that ‘g long as the altitr.de 
limit to which state sovereignty extends is not settled by way of a treaty, it 


should depend on the ability of a couatry effectively to control the space over 


its territory. yore 


Sulzberger, woll-knewm Acericen journalist, tried te justify space espioncge 
in this way. He wrote that "the sole law epplicable to air spsca romains that of 
encient Rome: ‘Be who owas the ground, owns everything to. the heavens end to 
the depths.‘ Bot this is enforceable only to the extent <hat it can be policec. wh3 
Sulzberger holds that as long as spy satellites are bayoni ceach, their zaunching 
is perfectly legal end should not arousa objection. 

Such assertions are designed ta justify the claims t2 Amrican control over 
outer space made by 0.8. militery and political leaders. In line with these 
claims, attempts are made to prove the logeatity of Gpece capicnage over the 
territory of the Soviet Union aud the other Socialiat countries. At the sane 
tine measures are discusscd to prevent sinilar action oves U.S. territory. 

According to the Associated Press, wuethods of combatting savaiiites are 
‘being intensively developed in the United States. ‘This isciudes a study of the 
possibility of developing an “inspection setellite” equipped with instruments 


te ascertain what electronic and other equipment is carried by the suspected 


eae There are plans to develop a satellite equipped wich devices for 
- yecting oot of comdasion elestoonte ant phocegrephie equiguont inetelled om 


+7. 
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reconnaissance satellites and alao to develcp an interce tor sateliitc, launched . 
from the ground or from a plane, for the destruction of py satellites. 

In an effort to mislead world opinuion alarred by th: Pentagon's space 
easpionase plans, Batises propaganda is distorting the pacsition of the Soviet 
Union on this question. Tho American press frequently a:leges tha: the Sovict 

. Union is opposed to aerial espionage, but does not object: to space espicnage 
The Kew York Times even tries to present the position of the U.S.8.R. as follows: 
*You can send satellites over cur country all you please. They ca cerry cameras, 
radios, food for a spacemen. But they must fly high up -- at a altitude where 
we cennot bring them down. It is ocutregecus to overfly at 80,000 to 100,000 
feet but not at 100 miles and more." 

The Soviet stand on the use of cuter spsce is well Inown. Tha Soviet aputniks 
have only peaceful, scientific purposes. facther convincing example of this —- 
is the recent orbiting and retura to earth of the second Soviet space ship. This 
outstanding scientific feat opened ‘acta brilliant page in mms congucst 

of space. The vital scientific and technicsl preblem of retut.. rron space has 
been solved. 

The Soviet Unien is prepared to co-operate with any state in the peaceful 
uses of outer space. But it vigorously objects to any attempts to militerize 

it, and the use of space vehicles for the purposes of military espionage. Our 
stand on the American space espionage plans is detersinec by our attitude to 
everything that runs counter to the intereste of peace ard helps prepare for 
aggressive war. | 

fa case of need the Soviet Union will be able to pretest its sccurity against 

aay encroachaents from outer space just as successfully cs it ie done with respect 
a air space. As B. 8. Rhrvshohov said, “if other espionage mathods are used, 


. thay will aloo be paralysed and rebutted." 
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Such action will be fully justified under the existing rules of inter- 
aaticaal lsw and the United Nations Charter. The Soviet Union cannot remain 
indifferent to acts of espionage directed egainst its security, irrespective 


t 


of whether air apace or outer space is used for these purposes. 





Zpis fo the official Soviet translation reproduced from the English edition of 


Xnternational Affairs, Ro. 10, October 1960, pp. 53-57, published in Moscow 
by the Soviet Society for the Popularization of Political end Scientific Knowledge. 





